
Sharps and Flats 

A sharp makes a note a half step higher.   

 

A flat makes a note a half step lower.  
 

 

This means that if you are asked what a half step higher than C is, you don’t even need to 

know what a C is, just add a sharp – the answer is C#. If you are asked what is a half step 

lower than D, you don’t even need to know what a D is, just add a flat – the answer is D♭.   

 
 
All notes have a flat version, a natural version, and  

a sharp version. Each of those versions are a half step  

apart. If you go a half step up from a flat note, you’re  

on the natural version of that note. If you go a half step  

down from a sharp note, you’re on the natural version.   

 

 
Before going on, make sure you know what “higher” and “lower” mean. If you’re adding 

fingers (going from first finger to second finger), the notes are getting higher in pitch. Taking 

fingers away means the notes get lower in pitch. Try sliding from a low note to a high note on 

one string. For violins and violas, you slide up towards your nose. Cellos and basses, when you 

slide ‘up’ your hand actually goes towards the floor.   

 

What note is a half step higher than this note? 

 

1.  F   ______          2.  B♭ ______         3.  D  ______       4.  A   ______        5.  F♭  ______ 

 

6.  C  ______          7.  F    ______         8.  G  ______       9.  D♭______      10.  E♭ ______ 

 
 
What note is a half step lower than this note? 

 

1.   E   ______        2.  F# ______          3.   A   ______      4.  D#______        5.  B   _____ 

  

6.  G#______        7.  D   ______          8.  C# ______       9.  G   ______      10.  A# _____ 

 
 

What is a whole step higher than G♭?   _______ 

 

 

What is a whole step lower than D#?   _______ 

x ♯ 

 

x ♮ 
 

x♭ 

18 

Name: ______________________________________ 


